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Coral Bay is around 1200km from Perth or 
just a two hour flight and is set amongst 
some of the best inshore diving in the 
world. Gone are the days where the 

facilities were simple here, increasing tourism has led 
Coral Bay to expand considerably. You are sure to have 
a very comfortable visit here with more than enough 
facilities to feel that you have everything you need 

while still getting far away from the rat race.
Coral Bay is well known for its gamefishing, 

and shore fishing can be a treat if you know the 
spots. With the Ningaloo Reef just two steps 
from the beach, and with fishing and diving 
opportunities this unique, Coral Bay is tempting for 
any fisherman. It is also a great place for a family 
holiday with plenty for the kids to do which is 
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always a bonus if you are travelling with the gang.
Accommodation is fairly extensive. You can choose 

between the Ningaloo Reef Resort, Coral Bay Lodge 
chalets, Bayview Resort Coral Bay, and a couple of 
caravan parks right on the waterfront which have excellent 
reputations for service and cleanliness.

There is a relatively new boat ramp at Coral Bay, built 
a few years ago to accommodate the increasing number 
of boats this place now sees. Up until then, boats were 
launched off the beach. The boat ramp is well made and 
regularly used by charter vessels and private vessels. So, if 
you are heading to Coral Bay, take your boat with you so 
you can get out deep and get a taste of the amazing bottom 
fishing. Coral Bay’s strength does lie in deep blue waters full 
of pelagic sportfish and highly prized reef fish but you’ll 
need a boat to get out there, or be prepared to book charters 
if you want to really do well.

What fiSh Will you catch?
The inshore waters can produce queenfish, trevally and 

even emperor close to shore but a marine park in the heart 
of town means some trekking is required.

Offshore, the world opens up to you as marlin, sailfish, 
tuna, wahoo and mackerel can be trolled up by even the 
newcomer to gamefishing.

On the deep offshore reefs, you can catch red emperor, 
jobfish, NW snapper and some of the best eating fish in the 
ocean.

hoW to fiSh coral Bay
Beach Fishing

One of the easiest places to have a casual fish is the beach 
south of the main mooring area. The mooring area itself is a 
sanctuary and massive schools of friendly spangled emperor 
swim in close, almost begging for food like dogs. You can 
even feed these fish from the beach most afternoons with 
special pellets that get handed out to tourists and visitors. 
So if you’ve ever wanted to hand feed a massive spangled 
emperor, Coral Bay is the place to do it. 

Remember you aren’t allowed to feed them unless 
you are with a tour group or there at the set time each 



afternoon, and although the fishing beach 
is only 100m from the moorings, the fish 
know it all too well and will ignore you 
totally (who said fish are stupid). You will 
pick up the odd stray but mostly you’ll 
catch whiting and some quite sizeable 
queenfish if you’re there at the right time.

Further south, you can take some 
reasonable tracks (5 minutes with a 4WD 
or 20 minutes by foot) to a series of 
rocky outcrops where queenfish are very 
common and long toms are everywhere. 

Coral Bay

You’ll even pick up the odd XOS trevally. 
I wouldn’t expect too much from this area 
though.

Heading north is a drama but the locals 
can give you directions for the 4WD tracks. 
The turnoff is about 3km from town and 
the tracks are bumpy as hell but quite safe. 
Your first stop is The Lagoon which is quite 
difficult to fish due to the shallow reef. I’ve 
never done really well here and the rocks 
can make fishing a pain in the backside.

I reckon you’re better off heading to 

The Sandbar which is the local chill out 
fishing spot, much like Cable Beach is to 
the residents of Broome. The drive is quite 
long but once you arrive it’s a simple 300m 
walk to the sandbar which can be walked 
to on most tides. I’ve found that you want 
to be fishing the bottom of the low and live 
bait is 400% better than anything.

From the sandbar you’ll catch literally 
anything including all the northern 
trevallies, tailor (this is the furthest north 
they’ll come), queenfish, threadfin salmon 
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and even the odd NW snapper.
For a real treat, go on a quad bike fishing safari which 

can be booked through the tackle store in town. Coral Bay 
is never going to fire you up from the shore and certainly 
most anglers head there with boat fishing in mind.

Offshore Fishing
The South Passage to the open ocean is dangerous and 

local advice should be sought before you even think about 
putting your boat in the water. North Passage is better 
but navigation is still tricky. If in doubt, Coral Bay Ocean 
Gamefishing Charters have our seal of approval and put on 
one of the best days you’ll ever have on the water.

Having said that, you can have your mind blown from 
your own boat if you play it safe and sensibly.

The first thing to remember is not to fish in the 
sanctuary (by all means have a dive). Once you pass the 
mouth of either passage you’re into open water which is 
crystal clear and you can literally expect anything.

Trolling the back of the Ningaloo Reef will no doubt 
produce big mackerel, cobia, trevally and even coral trout if 
you can get close enough when the swell is down. Running 
Halco Laser Pro 190 lures is our choice and the pink 
chrome pattern works well.

Bottom fishing is awesome and Coral Bay is home to 
the red emperor. Lumps close to the back of the Ningaloo 
will produce trevally, NW snapper, bluebone (tuskfish) and 
coral trout and you should use a drifting bait as well because 
the big pelagic fish will come around to have a look at the 
action. A live spanish flag will often get you a big mackerel.

Heading to deeper lumps in 60m plus will produce 
better fishing and this is where you’ll find the reds, especially 
in the waters north of town. I like to use a big leadhead jig 
with a lump of occie or squid for these beauties and I’ve 
done extremely well most times I’ve used this method.

The real excitement of Coral Bay, however, is the 
billfishing. You’ll struggle to see so many marlin and sailfish 
in one place and the gamefishing is largely untapped. As 
a rule of thumb, switch baiting probably works best here 
which involves using teasers to raise fish then sending baits 
back into them.

You can also do well with skirted lures and the 
Chumline range (especially the olive green) worked 
amazingly well for me. In one single day I accounted for 
mackerel to 20kg, sailfish to 50kg and marlin to 200kg. As a 
rule of thumb you should work the 45-65m line for sailfish 
and the 100m line for marlin. Trolling speeds should be 5-8 
knots.

You should also consider running pink, epoxy head 
skirts for the abundant wahoo which are loads of fun. Make 
sure you have plenty of line on that reel as the first run is a 
scorcher. Hot pink is the colour for wahoo and troll it up to 
14 knots.

 

BoatinG inforMation
The Ningaloo Reef borders the town and is 

exceptionally dangerous to navigate. Purchase charts and 
seek local advice before you head out.
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rODs

BEACH 
FISHING

6-7’ sturdy casting rod

BOTTOM 
FISHING

15-24kg boat rod

TROLLING 8-24kg boat rod

BILLFISHING 15-37kg boat rod

reels

BEACH 
FISHING

Medium eggbeater or baitcaster

BOTTOM 
FISHING

Overhead reel (200-250m line capacity)

TROLLING Overhead reel (250-400m line capacity)

BILLFISHING Overhead reel with quality lever drag  
(400-600m line capacity)

line

BEACH 
FISHING

6-10kg mono or braid

BOTTOM 
FISHING

15-24kg braid

TROLLING 6-24kg low stretch mono

BILLFISHING 10-37kg low stretch premium quality mono

leaDers

BEACH 
FISHING

10kg coated mono

BOTTOM 
FISHING

40kg coated mono

TROLLING 80kg coated mono wind on plus wire to the lure

BILLFISHING 120kg coated gamefishing mono - wind on 
at least 5m

lures

BEACH 
FISHING

White leadheads, metal slices

BOTTOM 
FISHING

Heavy white leadheads and metal slices

TROLLING Rapala CD18, Impala 18, Halco Laser Pro 
190 deep diver, epoxy head pink skirts, 
Chumline pushers olive green

BILLFISHING Pushers – olive green, lumo sprocket, purple

BaiT

BEACH 
FISHING

Live hardyheads, bony herring

BOTTOM 
FISHING

Octopus, squid, fresh fillets, mulies

TROLLING Garfish, mullet, milkfish

BILLFISHING Garfish, mullet, milkfish

Tackle

BEACH 
FISHING

Medium sinkers, 1/0-3/0 hooks

BOTTOM 
FISHING

Heavy leads, 5/0-10/0 hooks

TROLLING Gangs of 5/0-70 hooks, squid skirts, bait 
trolling hooks, single strand wire

BILLFISHING Squid skirts, bait trolling hooks,  
single strand wire

What Gear Will i need?

Coral Bay
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Coral Bay
A lot of fuel is required as you’ll be traveling long 

distances to even get out of the reef. Diesel, leaded and 
unleaded fuels are available but premium unleaded is hard to 
find. Expect to pay 20-30% above Perth prices.

fiShinG charterS
I strongly recommend any visitor to Coral Bay that is 

interested in fishing contact Coral Bay Ocean Gamefishing 
Charters (08 9942 5874) for both gamefishing and bottom 
fishing. Bernie Vale, the skipper, was awarded Indian Ocean 
Billfish Angler of the Year in 2003 and takes his clients’ 
fishing and enjoyment very seriously.

Skywest can fly you to and from Learmonth near  
Coral Bay by phoning 1300 368 186. Transfers to the town 
are extra.

dininG out
For a small town, the restaurants are surprisingly good 

and are located on the main road and at the Ningaloo Reef 
Resort. Prices are a tad high but you expect that in the 
north. You can also get great a great feed of fish and chips 
from the café.

There is also a supermarket which has a reasonable 
variety of food and goods, so if you want to buy your own 
grub and cook in your accommodation that’s possible too.

tackle StoreS
Coral Bay Tackle – (08) 9942 5873

recoMMended accoMModation
I have stayed at the wonderful Bayview Resort which has 

very nice rooms and is situated close to the waterfront with 
excellent views, but there are other places that seem just as 
nice too.

More budget priced accommodation is available such 
as backpackers, or book a site at a caravan park which 
won’t cost you much. Bookings are recommended though, 
especially during school holidays. 

Here are a few places you might want to try:

Bayview Coral Bay – (08) 9385 6655
Peoples Caravan Park – (08) 9942 5933
Ningaloo Reef Resort – (08) 9942 5934
Bayview Caravan Park - (08) 9385 6655
  




