
Exmouth
About the town

best FishinG
November, December, March, April, May

best weather
March, April, May

By  da mia n  Bowm an
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The close proximity of Exmouth to 
the rich waters of the Ningaloo 
Reef has seen a huge influx of 
tourism over the last decade, with 

diving, fishing and eco-tourism becoming 
increasingly popular amongst international and 
Australian visitors.

The numerous caravan parks and 
holiday houses in and around the town 
help cater for the massive numbers of 
tourists each year. The town is well 
equipped with all modern conveniences 
making it a very comfortable place to stay 
and the large airport at Learmonth is an 
added bonus for those not wishing to make 
the long drive to visit this place. Skywest fly 
regularly into Learmonth to service both 
Exmouth and Coral Bay.

With the help of Exmouth’s keenest 
visitor, Kurt Blanksby, here is what we can 
tell you about this lovely part of the world.

what Fish will you 
CatCh?

The warm tropical waters of the region 
attract a huge variety of different species 
of interest to anglers. From the shore 
you might hook into queenfish, trevally, 
mackerel, cobia, barracuda, spangled 
emperor, black spot tuskfish, dart, yellowfin 
bream, whiting, mangrove jacks, sharks and 
many species of cod. 

Boat anglers will also catch the above 
species as well as be in the running 
to tangle with marlin, sailfish, wahoo, 
mackerel, coral trout, red emperor, 
dolphinfish and several species of tuna. 

Exmouth	is	found	at	the	
tip	of	North	West	Cape,	

some	1300km	to	the	north	
of	Perth.	Originally	the	

town	was	built	to	service	
the	big	American	naval	
communications	base	
found	a	short	distance	
away	but	following	its	

handing	over	to	the	
Australian	Navy	and	

downsizing	in	the	late	
1990’s,	the	town	now		

relies	heavily	on	tourism.

how to Fish it
shore Based Fishing

You can either bait fish from the shore 
or cast lures, depending on what species 
you are targeting. Many shore anglers are 
keen to hook into the top eating species 
like spangled emperor and black spot 
tuskfish (often called bluebone) from the 
shore by fishing with baits around the reefy 
country. 

A rising tide late in the afternoon or 
at night usually produces the best results 
for these species where they can put up 
a spirited fight around the reefy country. 
Many of the smaller species like whiting 
and bream are targeted from the calm 
beaches on the gulf side, where lighter rods 
with small prawn baits usually bring good 
results. 

Lure casters have numerous locations 
to prospect with poppers or metal slices 
that can be cast a long distance and worked 
across the top of the shallow reefy water 
where sportfish are often found. Keep 
an eye out for baitfish schooling up near 
the shore as these are prime spots to find 
trevally, queenfish and mackerel when the 
tide is rising.

The Oysters – Situated at the very 
northern tip of the Cape, this spot can 
be reached with two-wheel drive car by 
following the Mildura Wreck Road and 
then walking along the beach to your right 
until you reach the oyster ledges. 

This is one of the best locations to 
encounter those massive giant trevally 
Exmouth is famous for and they grow from 



10kg to 40kg plus, but at this size fish can be almost 
impossible to stop once hooked. Queenfish often 
turn up on poppers and metal slices, as does the 
occasional shark mackerel and cobia. Bait fishers 
will find some good spangled emperor and black-
spot tusk fish here on a rising tide.

The Marina – Located in town, the Marina 
produces some nice mangrove jacks, bream and 
small trevally on the inside, whilst fishing on the 
seaward side of the rocks can be productive for big 
trevally, queenfish, longtail tuna and mackerel. 

Five Mile Access – Found on the west side, a short 
distance down the Cape, this spot is well known for 
turning up big trevally, queenfish and the occasional 
mackerel on lures cast from the shore. Bait fishing 
here can see trevally and spangled emperor turn up 
on the rising tide. 

Trisel Access - A well know spot when the 
hardyheads are schooling up close to the shore 
attracting masses of queenfish and trevally. Fish a 
live hardyhead under a blob float just outside the 
main school. Hardyheads can be scooped up with 
a long handled net and then fished live for best 
results. Trisel is found on the west side of the Cape 
a short distance past the Lighthouse Caravan Park. 

Bundegi - The Bundegi Naval Pier would be the 
greatest fishing spot on earth … except you aren’t 
allowed within 50 metres from shore in a boat. The 
dive is sometimes called “The Aquarium” due to the 
massive cod, bluebone, emperor and trevally that live 
in the safety of the no fishing zone. For a close up 
view take a glass bottom boat tour from Bundegi.

You can, however, stand and cast poppers 
alongside the jetty and the night fishing for GTs is 
legendary. At least 50lb braid is required and, even 
then, you’ll lose more than you land. Some of the 
GTs go 50kg!
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Rods

SHORE FISHING 8’-10’ spin rod suited to 8 kilo line 
and perhaps a 10’-12’ heavy surf rod 
suited to  
15 kilo line.

TROLLING trolling / bottom fishing rod

BOTTOM FISHING trolling / bottom fishing rod

BOAT LURE 
CASTING

6’ medium spin rod

Reels

SHORE FISHING Medium eggbeater or baitcaster

TROLLING Overhead reel (250-400m line 
capacity)

BOTTOM FISHING Overhead reel (250-400m line 
capacity)

LURE CASTING 
BOAT

Medium eggbeater or baitcaster

line

SHORE FISHING 8-15kg mono or Fireline

TROLLING 10-15kg low stretch mono

BOTTOM FISHING 15kg Fireline

SPINNING 4-6kg mono or Fireline

leadeRs

SHORE FISHING 
BAIT

20kg mono line - hard

SHORE FISHING 
LURE

Single strand wire  20kg x 30cm then 
to double 2mt

BOTTOM FISHING 40kg coated mono

LURE CASTING 
BOAT

40kg coated mono and perhaps wire

luRes

SHORE FISHING Poppers, metal slices, soft plastic jigs, 
white leadhead jigs

TROLLING Large bibbed minnows, skirted lures 

BOTTOM FISHING Big white leadheads, 150g + metal 
jigs

LURE CASTING 
BOAT

Poppers, white leadheads, 5-10cm 
minnows, 50g metal slices.

Bait

SHORE FISHING Live hardyheads, mullet fillets, mulies, 
skinned octopus legs, whole or cut 
ghost or rock crabs.

TROLLING Garfish, scaly mackerel, mullet, 
milkfish

BOTTOM FISHING Fresh tuna fillets, mulies, skinned 
octopus legs, squid

BILLFISHING Garfish, mullet, milkfish

tackle

SHORE FISHING Medium sinkers, 1/0-3/0 single 
hooks, ganged 4/0-5/0 tarpons

TROLLING Bait trolling hooks, single strand wire
BOTTOM FISHING Snapper leads, 5/0 hooks

BILLFISHING Squid skirts, bait trolling hooks,  
single strand wire

what Gear will i need?

Further south is Bundegi Beach. The 
jetty is a local early morning hotspot for 
big queenfish but, once again, you need to 
have live hardyheads or the action may pass 
you by. A cast net is cheap and easy to use 
but you need to apply for a license and do 
check with CALM first about the location 
of National Parks where nets are banned.

Learmonth Jetty - This jetty can literally 
produce anything. At most times of the year 
you will find queenfish or trevally working 
baitfish schools but flathead and whiting are 
good fun for the kids on easy to use baits.

Live baiting is your best method of 
nailing a lot of big pelagics that come right 
into the shoreline. The most common 
are huge queenfish, spanish mackerel and 
shark mackerel but mack tuna are not 
uncommon.

Look for schools of hardy heads in 
the shallows to nab. If the bait schools 
are about, you’ll struggle to catch fish on 
anything but live bait.

Also try the area around the flats for big 
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whiting which are a little known secret of 
Exmouth. Some of them are whoppers that 
rival KGs for size and the flats are crawling 
with them at times.

The Bay Of Rest - The very bottom of 
the Exmouth Gulf is a series of mangrove 
swamps and shallow waters. This area is the 
ideal place for the shore based angler with 
a 4WD and a good knowledge of bush 
driving. It’s a pretty harsh track in from 
the main road (south of the Learmonth 
Airport) but the fishing can be very good 
and unique to the area.

The creeks are home to mud crabs, long 
toms, mangrove jacks, queenfish, juvenile 
trevally and even giant herring during early 
summer. Small, shallow running minnow 
lures are the best option.

Cape Range National Park - Down the 
western side there are hundreds of excellent 
locations to cast a line from the shore for 
numerous species, but make sure you have 
a park pass to enter and don’t fish in the 
sanctuary zones set up to protect various 
areas of the park.

offshore Fishing
Many visiting anglers tow trailer boats 

of all sizes up to Exmouth to sample some 
of the states best fishing. From a boat 
you can fish in relative safety by either 
launching at Tantabiddi ramp down on the 
western side, from the Bundegi ramp near 
the tip of the cape or the Marina in town. 

Small boat anglers can fish inside the 
reef out of Tantabiddi where spangled 
emperor, cods, trevally, cobia and big 
mackerel can be taken on pilchard baits 
fished down a berley trail. Trolling lures 
around the openings on the outer reef can 

AUSTRALIAN IMPORTER  TOTAL KNIFE CARE  Call 1300 650 656  for Distribution Enquiries

Every good fisher knows how vital a well-sharpened knife is! 
It's safer to use, holds its edge longer, makes gutting easier and helps you
fillet like an expert, improving presentation, cooking and flavour.

BLUNT KNIVES DRIVING YOU CRAZY?
Commercial   KE-280 Professional   KE-3000 Recreational   KE-198

Features a patented, angle controlled cushion 
contact system, which produces razor sharp 
knives and polished edges in seconds

The KE-3000 utilises the same patented cushion 
contact system as the KE-280 but uses a lighter 
frame, motor and transmission.

Safe and simple to use, with coarse and fine 
sprung loaded grinding wheels producing 15° 
precision edges.

$456 RRP
plus postage & 

handling

50

DESIGNED FOR CONTINUOUS 
COMMERCIAL USE

DESIGNED FOR THE 
KEEN FISHER

DESIGNED FOR 
RECREATIONAL & HOME USE

$297RRP
plus postage & 

handling

$159RRP
plus postage & 

handling

Now used 
by thousands of 

Australians!

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
For your nearest stockist,
Call 1300 650 656
Visit www.totalknifecare.com.au
or Email info@totalknifecare.com.au

5000

Nirey electric knife 
sharpeners really work. 
We Guarantee It!

be very productive for mackerel, trevally 
and cobia. 

On the eastern side, small boats 
launching from Bundegi can venture out 
around the tip of the cape or head out 
from the Marina in town to fish the gulf. 
Larger boats might have trouble launching 
on some tides at Tantabiddi or Bundegi, but 
the offshore potential from these locations 
is mind blowing. 

Launching from the Marina in town is 
far easier but longer distances need to be 
covered to reach some of the better water 
further offshore around the tip of the cape 
or to the shoals out in the gulf.

Bottom fishing on the seaward side of 
the Ningaloo Reef or around the Murion 
Islands that lie just to the north of the Cape 
can be very rewarding. Heavy tackle is 
often required to keep the fish from busting 
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We sell everything for on 
or around the water 
and so much more....

Boat Harbour Road  
(Look for the Big Blue Shed at the Boat Harbour)

Phone: 9941 4161
email: ctm288@westnet.com.au

you up in the coral below, but the rewards 
are often in the form of prime eating 
species like red emperor, coral trout and 
rankin cod. 

Trolling lures or skipping whole garfish 
just behind the back of the Ningaloo Reef 
is rarely boring as big mackerel, tuna and 
sailfish are often about in good numbers 
to test the skill of any angler. Further out, 
bigger lures and heavier trolling gear is 
often needed to cope with the marlin and 
big tuna that live in the deeper water.

Murion Islands - Sitting to the north of 
the cape, these two islands can be reached 
by medium to large vessels. Bottom fishing 
the deeper reef waters out from the islands 
is nearly always productive for spangled 
emperor, coral trout, red emperor and 
rankin cod. Trolling around the western 
side of both islands usually produces 
mackerel, wahoo, sailfish and tuna. 

North West Reef - This is the breaking 
reef that can be seen a few kilometres out 
from the tip of the cape. Care is needed 
around this spot as rolling swells will form 
over the shallow reef and break readily but 
if you stay a safe distance away the fishing is 
still excellent. 

Most troll the area for big spanish 
mackerel that are nearly always in the area. 

Bottom fishing is best done by floating 
baits down a burly trail but the local shark 
population can be a problem when fish are 
hooked. 

The Shoals / Exmouth Gulf - These 
shallow shoals (Coopers is the most 
famous) are real fish magnets out in the gulf 
and regularly have large amounts of baitfish 
hanging around them, thus attracting plenty 
of mackerel, trevally and sailfish to the area. 
Bottom fishing will often turn up spangled 
emperor and some big coral trout but 
the area is pressured quite heavily on the 
bottom species.

boatinG inFormation
Fuel is available in town or from the 

Lighthouse Caravan Park on the tip of the 
Cape. Launching ramps are at Tantabiddi, 
Bundegi and the Marina but low tides can 
be a problem at times. 

Navigation through the shallow coral 
can be hazardous at Tantabiddi so follow 
markers and don’t deviate off course. At 
Bundegi follow the shoreline along the 
beach until the markers allow you to turn 
east out to deeper water. Failure to do so 
will see you hit the Bundegi Reef not far 
out from the ramp. The Marina has safe 
water out into the Gulf. 

Strong easterly winds can make the gulf 
very rough and south-west winds have the 
same effect out from Tantabiddi. November 
to March is cyclone season in this area so 
keep a close eye on the weather forecasts.

FishinG Charters
Several operators are running charters 

out fishing, diving or whale shark watching 
and prices and contact numbers can be 
obtained from the tourist center in town 
or at any of the dive and fishing shops in 
town. Blue Horizon is the most popular 
deep sea fishing charter. 

dininG out
Exmouth has numerous small cafes, fast 

food outlets and restaurants to cater for all 
budgets. The Pot Shot Resort is a popular 
evening place to sample the local seafood 
and draws a big crowd for this reason. Food 
is quite expensive but of a high standard.

taCKle stores
Exmouth Tackle – (08) 9949 1179
Bettsy’s Seafood & Tackle – (08) 9949 1410
Bluewater Exmouth – (08) 9949 1315

aCCommodation
Depending on your budget and needs 

you will find just what you are looking for 
at Exmouth. The town really caters to the 
tourist from tent sites to 5-star hotel rooms 
or holiday homes.

Potshot Hotel Resort - (08) 9949 1200
Exmouth Cape Tourist Village -  
(08) 9949 1101
Lighthouse Caravan Park - (08) 9949 1478
Yardi Creek Homestead / Caravan Park - 
(08) 9949 1389
Winston’s Backpackers - 1800 652 665


